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Declaration on possible conflicts of interest due to economic or personal ties

Economic or personal relationships between authors and organizations can lead to a conflict of interest. The disclosure of 
such relationships is required to complete the process of the publication of manuscripts in our journals. To obtain maximum 
transparency all potential conflicts of interest from the past 3 years should be disclosed.

As the corresponding author of the manuscript you are requested to submit the completed and signed declaration on 
behalf of all authors to the editorial office at the same time as the manuscript is submitted.

The declaration is a necessary precondition for the acceptance of the manuscript and its publication.
For further details on how to make the declaration please click the button “Information on possible conflicts of interest”.

  I declare that the authors have not had any economic or personal ties as outlined in “Information on possible  
conflicts of interest” during the past 3 years.

  The authors hereby declare the following conflicts of interest as outlined in “Information on possible conflicts of 
interest” (for further information, please click the button)
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(Windows, Linux, Mac OS X).  
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Confl ict of interest declaration

Dear Author,

Economic or personal ties between authors and organizations can lead to a confl ict of interest. The disclosure of 
such ties serves to objectify the process of the publication of articles in our specialist journals. To obtain maximum 
transparency possible ties from the past 3 years are disclosed to the readers.

A possible confl ict of interest as defi ned by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE,  www.icmje.com) as well as some scientifi c societies exists if an author has economic or personal ties to 
enterprises in the health industry (e. g., pharmaceutical products or medical devices industry), commercially- 
oriented institutions or insurance companies which could be positively or negatively aff ected by the 
publication of his/her project. Economic ties include membership on advisory boards, employment relationships, 
travel expense subsidies, professional fees, ownership of shares or interests, research subsidies or other third party 
funds. Personal ties exist among other things when ties to someone exists whose economic or intellectual interests 
are aff ected by the article (e. g., family ties, partnerships or personal relationships with representatives of an enter-
prise of the health industry). The membership in specialist societies or professional associations which are aff ected 
by the article may also establish a confl ict of interest. This shall apply 
accordingly to particular scientifi c or personal interests relevant to the article e. g., political, academic 
(e. g., allegiance to particular “schools”).

The corresponding author of an article is requested to submit the fi lled in and signed declaration on behalf of all 
authors to the editorial offi  ce at the same time as the article. 

The declaration is a necessary requirement for a subsequent publication.

Your information on this form sheet is published together with your article at an adequate place (e. g., at the end of 
the article or in the imprint), for example in the following way:

– Declaration on possible confl icts of interest:
The authors declare that no confl icts of interest exist.

– Declaration on possible confl icts of interest:
The authors declare that they … (e. g., “were employed on an advisory board of XY” / “have received
research subsidies from XY” / “have received lecture fees from XY”) in the past 3 years.

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us! Therefore please use the contact data 
of the manuscript submission.

Many thanks!
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Digital Signature 

How to Set Up a Digital Signature in Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat

Please note: depending on the version of the Adobe program, the depiction of the dialog boxes and the wording can vary. 
The following screenshots were taken from Adobe Acrobat Reader DC. 

To begin the digital ID setup process simply click in the appropriate signature fi eld. Select “Confi gure Digital ID”.

In the following dialog box, please select “Create a new Digital ID” and click Continue. 
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Digital Signature

Specify where you are going to store the digital ID – select “Save to File” and click Continue.

Type in your personal information (name, organization unit, organization name and email address, country) in all fi elds and 
click  Continue.
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Digital Signature

Enter a fi le location for your new Digital ID fi le – either use the default location or enter a diff erent location if you prefer. 
Then create and enter a password for the ID into both password fi elds and click Save.
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